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Harold Jackman  

Interviewed by: Mark Jacobs   04/30/1996 

Transcribed by:   Jennie Hakes   02/07/2001   

Cassette tape label:  Harold Jackman 4-30-96, Interviewer Mark Jacobs 

Side A 

(They are looking at a plat book of the Lawyler area, it seems) 

Schools 

Mark:  Well, I suppose we can start with some of the old schools were, if there were any 

around Salo (?)? 

Harold: Well, let’s see now…there’s one school is supposed to be here, but it was 

actually in this corner, the 40. 

M:  OK, down in 15? 

H: No, 18. 

M:  Yeah, 18, yeah.  Right down in the southwest corner. 

H:  You see, it shows it here, but it was here… 

M:  Ok. 

H: …and you gotta out to the cemetery. 

M:  Here’s another one. 

H:  Well, there’s a school here on Walter Majala (?)
1
   

M:  Right here? 

H:  That’s the school that there was there, but before the fire, there was one in this corner. 

M:  Ok.  Were there names to those schools? 

H:  I have no idea.  They got burnt in the 1918 fire, I think.  They probably had names, 

but there’s only been foundations as far as I know.  You see, we moved here in ’26, so I 

don’t know… you could find out probably from Walt Majala what was there.  Then 

here’s this cemetery.  There was a school alongside of this…there’s a patch of woods, of 

trees there, and actually has been annexed into the cemetery. 

M: Oh, Ok. 

H: So there was a school here. 

M:  When did those schools operate, roughly? 

H:  Well, my mother went to ‘em.  She was born in 1896.  So this is prior to the 1918 fire. 

M:  Ok. 

                                                 
1
 not sure of the spelling, I assume this is a Finnish name, the “j” being pronounced as a “y” 
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H:  Of course, she was married in 1915, so… 

M:  So this was probably right around 1900, it might have been. 

H:  Well…yeah.  It was after 1900. 

M:  Early 1900s, then. 

H:  And then where I live, they got that one, and the one on the cemetery…miles, and I 

think… then they built that school up on Hale (?) that’s up there yet, you probably know 

about that one.  That’s the Rice Lake School.  Right there, yeah.  The building is still 

there. 

M:  Ok. 

H:  That’s the old district 110.  That’s the school I went to.  Then they destroyed the 

school at Lawler, that brick school that was in Lawler.  That was burnt here just several 

years ago now.  They buried the remains of the bricks. 

M:  This is the 110 right here. (sounds of pen marking up the map) And this one was after 

the 1918 fire, is that right? 

H:  Yeah, that was built after the 1918 fire, and I think they added another room to it, in 

about 1921, somethin’ like that.  See, that second room had just shortly been built when 

we moved here in 1926. 

M:  Ok.  That was…what year was that addition put on?  In 1920…? 

H:   I think they said it was 1921. 

M:  Ok.  So you’ve already given us a bunch of stuff!  One thing, you know, on that map 

I showed you?  The scale is so large that we probably can’t get all these on there, but 

whatever we don’t put on the map, the Historical Society’s gonna get, and then they’re 

gonna make a thing for every township, so someone that’s interested in the township can 

come in and listen to a tape, or look at a map of where the schools were, and things like 

that.  So whatever we get will be saved in some way, shape or form.  Yeah, I suppose that 

1918 fire, that… 

H:  That went through this area. 

M:  Pretty well. 

H:  Yeah.  This house up on the hill there, that didn’t burn.  Majala’s house didn’t burn.  

Carlson’s sauna didn’t burn, a log sauna.  The old church on the…at the cemetery didn’t 

burn.  And this is what… the old-timers, well we stayed with them, you know…but I 

know that this house didn’t burn, because my wife’s aunt…You see, that 40 was part of 

this original homestead. 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  And the oldest daughter and her husband took that 40 acres and built that farm out of 

it.  That was about, I think they moved there in 1901.  

M:  Yeah, it sounded like it was a pretty tough fire.   
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Logging camps 

M:  Do you remember any logging camps back in the ‘20s, ‘30s, or before in this area? 

H:  No, this…after the fire, you see… 

M:  I suppose there wasn’t any… 

H:  My dad was a logger.  My dad and grandfather were Jackman and Son loggers, and 

they did log, but it wasn’t in this township.  But up here by Hammer’s, they had a logging 

operation, I understand. 

M:  Where was that at? 

H:  Well, I’m not sure the location of it, but it was in this area here. 

M:  Right up in… 

H:  Up someplace, you know there’s that lake down below where the old Charley 

Mattson place… Well, it’s Fred Peltow’s (Palvow’s? can’t quite make out this name).  

You go into Hammers?  There’s that lake down there, and someplace in that area… and I 

don’t know why we never got into a discussion with Dad to actually pinpoint where the 

logging operations were.  And they logged in Grayling (Groehling?), you see they come 

from Ely, and they come through Grayling and logged north of Grayling there. 

M:  Ok.  Did they have a camp up in there? 

H:  Yeah, they had camps.   

M:  We can mark that down, too.  It doesn’t have to be just this township. 

H:  And this was…Well, it moved to Grayling in 19… Early 1900s anyway, they moved 

from Ely. 

M:  So they were up somewhere north of Grayling?   

H:  North of Grayling it was supposed to be.  There’s that…Almonson…gotta go back 

here… (unintelligible – they are trying to find the place on the map). 

M: Clark?  

H:  Yeah, here’s Ernie Strum (?).  And Grayling, this must be where Grayling was.  On 

this crossroads.  And, yeah, that’s Bruce, and that Edgar Borg’s place.  Who owns that 

now? 

M:  I don’t know.  I’ve heard that name quite a bit. 

H:  That would have to be… come up to the… do you suppose George Almonson bought 

that? 

M:  He could have. 

H:  See, there… well, anyway, Grayling was right across from that…this would have 

been the road here.  It was in this area someplace.  And they logged in here someplace, I 

don’t know.   We never went in there. 

M:  What was your dad’s name? 

H:  M. J. Jackman. 
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M:  Ok. (writing)  M. J. Jackman.   

H:  Actually, it was John was his dad, so it was Jackman and Son, is what they went by.   

M:  Ok.  What years was that, approximately? 

H:  Hell, that’d have to been back in about 1912. 

M:  The early 19… 

H:  Early 1900s I think would be more accurate.  Not too early, though. 

M:  1910s anyway. 

H:  Yeah, because Dad was born in 1890, so he would have had in that, in his 20s, 

himself, you know.  Himself, his age. 

M:  Did they have horses? 

H:  Oh, yeah.  They logged with horses and all that stuff.  Then they, we moved to Hill 

City and logged up there.   Out on Brower Spur, do you know where Brower Spur is out 

on the old (unintelligible)? 

M:  The old town there?  The old siding there? 

H:  Yeah, it was…Brower was a siding where they logged.  That’s all a conservation area 

in there now.  And they, that’s where I was born. 

M:  Oh, really? 

H:  Moved from there over here, see?  And that was a cedar operation there, because we 

got pictures someplace. 

M:  Well, that would be kind of interesting, because we didn’t get much from that area.  

It would be nice to have something.  I suppose that would be like Quadna Township, 

maybe.  (sounds of maps rustling) 

H:  Looks like it’d be on there “organized”.   

M:  Yeah.  One of these two.  One of these two unorganized.  Here’s where the old 

railroad went.   

H:  Rabey Line? (not sure of the spelling) 

M:  Yeah, there’s the town of Rabey. 

H:  Yeah, that went through Rabey, and I don’t see Daygo Lake (not sure of the 

spelling)… 

M: There over here.  Here’s Daygo Lake. 

H:  See, the camps were…yeah, the camps were in here someplace. 

M:  Oh, Ok.  Good, because we didn’t have anything in that township.  I gotta come to 

Lawler to get that information about Hill City, huh?  (Laughs) 

H:  Yeah, we had a farm out there.  I guess my brother and his son were out there 

snowmobiling and said the buildings are all gone now.   

M:  Yeah? 
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H:  But the last time I was there during World War II, I drove out there, (unintelligible) 

with a car at that time.  And the house was still there. 

M:  So it was east of Stud Horse Lake, huh?  Right in there.  And that was your dad’s 

camp, again? 

H:  Yeah.  That was Jackman and Son.   

M:  And that was even before these ones over here, then? 

H:  No, it was after. 

M:  Oh, it was after.  So it would probably be in the ‘20s, then?  1920s? 

H:  Well, we moved here in ’26.   So we were up there during the 1918 fire. 

M:  Oh, OK.  So late 19, teens, I guess, huh? 

H:  Yeah. 

M:  Where did they bring their wood?  Did they (unintelligible) then? 

H:  That was one of them cars there, see, that Rabey Line runs through there.  They 

loaded right there. 

M:  Loaded cars at Brower? 

H:  At Brower Spur, yeah.  I got that book on that Rabey Line and it mentions it.  That’s 

all it does, it just mentions it.  Yeah. 

M:  Yeah, that’s a snowmobile trail now.  They cut mostly cedar in there, huh? 

H:  Well, cedar was one that they cut, I know.  Because there’s a big pile of cedar fence 

post in the picture.  Ten teams!  If you want to stop that recorder for a minute, I’ll see if I 

can come up with that… (fades out as he walks away to get the photograph) 

(break in taping) 

H:  Nobody’s ever bothered, but it looks like that would be… 

M:  Yeah, that’s quite a crew there! 

H:  Yeah, I counted the teams in this thing one time.  By golly, you know, there’s ten 

teams!  And they gotta have some wood to work that many teams! 

M:  Yeah, there’s quite a pile back there. (Laughs) 

H:  They’re burning bark, I see. 

M:  Oh, is that what… 

H:  Yeah.  This is the time when they kind of had the cedar logs, so they were peeling 

(unintelligible).  I don’t know what else.  I imagine they logged whatever was out there, 

pines and different things.  I was too young to got a lot of notice.  ‘Cause I was five when 

we come here. 

M:  Oh.  You didn’t go to school over there or anything? 

H:  (unintelligible)  …I had completed my first grade over there. 

M:  Where did you go to school over there? 
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H:  At the corner of that 40 where we had the camp.  Or it seemed like it was in the 40.  

(Unintelligible) like from here to the…where them hay bales are. 

M:  I’m wondering if that was…there’s a little…you know these schools, there’s usually 

a little square? 

H: Yeah? 

M:  There’s one right here. 

H:  The school was right close.  In fact, when I was up there, the school was closer than I 

remembered it.  Of course when I was five years old, it was farther. 

M:  It’s a long walk. 

H:  And the school mum boarded with us.   

M:  Oh. 

H:  I don’t know, I was five when we came here, because I was born in 1920.  So that…I 

wasn’t six until in December, and I had already when we came here, I had completed the 

first grade. 

M:  Hm! 

H:  I don’t know, I suppose to get that kid out of your hair, they send him along to the 

school! 

M:  Yeah! (Laughs)  That probably was the school.  I’ll check on that in the school 

records there, and see what…I don’t know what they would have called that.  Probably 

the Brower School, maybe?  I can check on that, though. 

H:  Well, of the names or the numbers I have no idea. 

M:  Yeah, that’s…they got a lot of that stuff in the courthouse.  So that had to be a 

school, well, at the time the logging camp was going, I guess, so… 

H:  I remember the teachers.  One of them was Janet Powers, and the other one was 

Charlotte… I see that name in Aitkin used every once in awhile. 

M:  Yeah, there’s even a lot up close by those pictures.  There’s a lot of popple around 

back in those days. 

H:  Oh, yeah. 

M:  Every figures it’s all pine.  Of course, I guess that was a little bit after the pine.  

Yeah, that’s the time Wooden Ware was going pretty strong up there.   

H: Yeah. 

M:  So did they…when they loaded it on the cars - of course I suppose you might not 

remember – did that go to Hill City or did that go to the railroad? 

H:  I have no idea.  I think, well, I guess I won’t even try to guess.  I don’t know.  I know 

Wooden Ware was…that was barrel staves. 

M:  Yes. 
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H:  So I suppose that they had ash or whatever they made the staves out of, they might 

have had some of that.  I’m sure they diversified in the timber cut, whatever was 

allowable at that time.  I see this camp is made out of logs. (Looking at photo) 

M:  Oh, yeah.  Popple logs.  Almost looks like… Yeah, there is quite a few there. 

H:  It’s just too bad people don’t take the trouble to write the history of these things.  

Even this little bit here.   

M:  Yeah, it gives you a date and the location. 

H:  Date!  Yeah! 

M:  You know I got pictures of…I don’t know if you ever knew Harvey Eath (?) ? 

H:  Yeah. 

M:  He was my great grandpa. 

H:  Oh! 

M:  And his brothers had logging camps up by Swatara area, and I got pictures of ‘em, 

but it doesn’t say where they are at.  Has the date on ‘em, but it doesn’t say where they 

are at, so you kinda guess. 

H: It’s so simple to write that on ‘em. 

M: Yep. 

H:  Well, I suppose we’re still guilty of that today! 

M:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  Yeah, I take pictures and then a couple of years later wonder where 

the heck they were at!  So Salo didn’t have too many logging camps, because of the 

fire… 

H:  No, they had logging camps, but they were burned in the fire, and of course, I don’t 

know what was goin’ on, because this is pine, here. This, in fact, I think that’s why this 

homestead was settled because of the white pine. 

M:  Oh, yeah.  That could be.  And I suppose after they that all that off, that’s what kind 

of led to the fire. 

H:  Well, the slashings and…from what…my understanding is that there was little fires 

all over.  And we got a big blow and the heat and the humidity and the wind and 

everything combined, and they all got together, the fires. 

M:  Yeah, that was a bad one.  In October, too.  To have one that late.  There was just a 

thing on public television the other night about that.  I don’t know how accurate it 

was...I…they said Tamarack completely burned, but that isn’t what people tell me.  You 

know, a lot of it burned, but a lot of it didn’t, too. 

H:  Boy, there wasn’t very many buildings left.  But there were some. 
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Buildings in the town of Lawler 

M:  Yeah.  What about, like, the town of Lawler?  How has that changed over the years 

since you can remember?  Of course, you were after…that was after the fire, too, I 

suppose… 

H:  Yeah, it was all built up after the fire.  Well, Bergs had the building, that it was a 

creamery.  The brick building right in town?  That was a board and breakfast. 

M:  Oh, boarders. 

H:  No, it wasn’t the brothers either.  It was one of the Borgs.  Let’s see, there was a…the 

brothers had that outfit in Grayling (?).  And I used to know that, whose (unintelligible) it 

was.  That had the store.  And that was vacant when we came, and then the creamery 

started up there.  In fact, they started a butter making operation there. 

M:  Who ran that? 

H:  The coops. 

M:  Oh, the Coop.  So it wasn’t Borg. 

H:  They called it Land O’Lakes, but it was coop.  Then we had the Coop Store right 

across the street.  There was a hotel, the original hotel burned.  There was another hotel 

right across from Charley’s Spicola Store, that burnt.  And there’s a meat market, and 

Kushdat’s (?) down there, and that burnt soon after we moved to this area. 

M:  Hm. 

H:  I can just barely remember that there was buildings there. 

M:  The hotel burnt. 

H:  Yeah.  The buildings that were across from Spicola’s and then the hotel that’s next to 

the Coop Store, that was in operation then.  I guess (unintelligible) has it now. 

M:  That was in operation in the early ‘20s, then? 

H:  Oh, that was in operation until, oh… Lyle Lundberg, that was Holmberg run it yet, 

with the Post Office in there, until they changed us, and threw McGregor out. 

M:  Hm.  The Post Office? 

H:  Um hm.  The Post Office and the hotel.  You see, the Post Office was in the lobby of 

the hotel. 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  The Sawyer’s run it first, and then their daughter (unintelligible).  And then there was 

two garages.  Then a brick building, that was across, and there was a bank.  The brick 

building was across from where the bank building was.  Rudebeck (?) started, I don’t 

know who built the original.  Whether that was something that was put up after the fire or 

not, I don’t know.  But, uh, that building has been demolished.  Anyway, we had three 

stores, the Coop, Spicola Brothers - the Spicolas’ folks, the old folks run it, it wasn’t the 

brothers – 

M:  Oh, OK. 
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H:  … and Matt Kari (?) had a store. 

M:  Kari? 

H:  Matt Kari.  K – A – R – I.  That building is still standing.  That’s the white building 

on the right when you go.   That long white building with living quarters in the back.  

There was a lumber yard.  It was the Dower Lumber Company.  Gus (unintelligible) run 

that.  Operated that, had planing down there. 

M:  It was Dower? 

H:  Dower.  D – O – W – E – R.  I still got a board from that.   

M:  Oh? 

H:  Evidentally a crate.  I know you got “Dower” on that. 

M:  Yeah , I suppose when the railroad went through here, it was… 

H:  And there was, ah, there was a stockyard down there.  By the railroad tracks.  And a 

potato warehouse.   

M:  And that was right on the siding there? 

H:  Yeah, it was right on the…on the tracks, actually, it was on the north side of the 

tracks, and to the left of where the Sixteen is in the road. 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  It was in that corner.  The stockyards, evidentally after the trucks came, then they quit 

usin’ that; they didn’t load much cattle anymore there.  I can remember they brought in a 

bunch o’ bunks and had ‘em in the stockyard, from Dakota during the ‘30s.  And that’s 

the only activity I can recall in that stock…those pens.  But the potato warehouse 

was…see, one of the garages burnt, the one between Matt Kari’s store, and what was the 

Borg’s store, the creamery.  That Kennedy Garage burnt there, and then they moved that 

(unintelligible) warehouse and made a feed mill out of that, or a feed warehouse.  Across 

from the (unintelligible) store, that building is still there.  It’s got the high platform.  And 

between what was the bank and Spicola’s Store, was a restaurant, St. Marie run that.  And 

that burnt after (unintelligible) back there. 

There used to be a Temperance Hall next to the (unintelligible) Store.  And that was The 

Spaniard in the early years when we came here.  And I know part of it, the next 40 down 

there they had a horse and they made a porch out of part of that.  So they moved that part.  

And, ah, then there was the Hall, see the Hall, I guess it did have a name to it to, 

sometime…Wilkes Hall or something like that.  And that building is still there.  That’s on 

the right, when you go into Lawyler, that big (unintelligible) on the right, it’s back on the 

second street. 

M:  Ok, I think I know where it is.  That was a Worker’s Hall, you think it was called?  

H:  Yeah, that was (sounds like “Gwauk”) Hall, kinda. 

M:  Ok.  And that was for what? 
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H:  They had all kinds of entertainment.  They used to have wedding (unintelligible) and 

dances and they had regular shindigs goin’ on there on a pretty regular basis yet when I 

was young. 

Trains 

M:  Hm.  Yeah, it must have been quite a town back then!  Was there a lot of…the trains 

that went through, were they mainly just freight, or was there passenger… 

H:  Yeah, they had passenger.  They used to ride twice a day.  It went in the morning, 

went west and come back in the afternoon, so you could go to McGregor on the train, and 

have time to shop around, and come back.  It’s roughly - it’d say someplace – 9, 10, 9:30 

seems, kind of ring a bell with me, but someplace in the morning it would go west and 

then it came back about 2:00 or 2:30 in the afternoon. 

M:  To McGregor and back? 

H:  No, it went clear out to oh, heck, it went up through Swatara, and went clear to Thief 

River Falls, I think! 

M:  Oh! 

H:  …the terminal is up there?  (Pointing to map) 

M:  Oh, way up in there. 

H:  Yeah.  Soo Line. 

M:   Yeah. 

H:  And see, they used to have this spur that went into Cuyuna Range, through East Lake, 

and what is now the Refuge, but that was abandoned…they caught onto the Great 

Northern tracks at McGregor there.  Hauled the ore that way for quite a few years. 

M:  Yeah, I was kinda wondering, that one that goes..  (tape cuts off) 

(End of Side A) 
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Side B 

The railroad at Lawler 

M:  So Lawler is kind of where they switch the tracks? 

H:  Well, they had a Y out there.  And Lawler used to have a loading track there…tracks 

and everything.  You look on this (unintelligible), see?  That went to the East Lake, pretty 

much straight out, right there.  This used to be Spicola’s barn.  That’s where it went, into 

East Lake and to the Refuge, and on… 

M: …all the way through.  Yeah, I guess I never realized where it connected. 

H:  I wouldn’t be a bit surprised but what it wasn’t right there, that little curve there.   

M:  I know I talked to Oscar Mahr, I don’t know if you know him? 

H:  Yeah. 

M:  And he said that this was always a nice stretch of track.  But he said from MacGregor 

up to Remer was a bad one always.  (unintelligible) 

H:  There’s a grade in here someplace, because all the engines would start puffin’ when 

they’re comin’.   

M:  Oh, yeah? 

H:  Comes out the MacGregor mill. 

M:  I suppose, yeah.  Yeah, there’s a little bit of higher ground right in there, you know.  

Yeah, that’s interesting how…but that one in the Refuge didn’t last too many years? 

H:  Well, I think the railroad started in 1910 they talked about building this railroad 

through Lawler.  And it made a lot of… I suppose whenever they got it finished, well, 

then it went on until (unintelligible).  I guess I can’t give you a date of when they 

abandoned that track.  Out through East Lake, and they got onto the Great Northern.  Or 

the NP, I think it is. 

M:  Now it is.   

H:  Now it’s… 

M:  Burlington. 

H:  Burlington.  But it was NP. 

M:  Yeah, Northern Pacific.  What did they mostly haul through for freight?  Mainly 

timber, or… 

H:  Well, all our hardware and stuff used to come to the stores and stuff, you know?  

They picked up milk and hauled it to…er, cream, before they started these cream stations 

in Lawler.  You see, the Coop Store had a cream station, and then Leonard Carlson had a 

cream station, they bought just the cream here, after.  But before that, they took it down 

and loaded onto the railroad and they’d go to Duluth, and then they took the cans off and 

come back, and loaded some more cream on there.  I don’t know what kind of shape that 
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was, by the time they got to Duluth, but I suppose it sat out there in the sun on the 

platform at the depot. 

M:  Might not have been the best, huh? 

H:  Well, sour cream, they made butter out of it, I suppose.  I don’t know.  Then they 

started the creamery in Lawler, and they made butter there for quite a few years until they 

converted to making cheese, and buying the milk instead of just the cream.   

M:  Oh!  And they bought that all locally? 

H:  Oh, yeah, they had trucks hauling it in.  And of course, people would haul their own 

if they were close, you know, to save the transportation.  They hauled it from, oh, from 

the surrounding community.  All the (unintelligible) around there.  The resident butter 

maker lived upstairs of the building.  Ah, I don’t know if they… well, Lawler used to 

have a water tank for the coal-fired engines, you know, and it was down by the depot. 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  Take ‘em down after they… 

M:  It was a water tank? 

H:  Yeah.  You see, the coal-firers, you know, needed water, needed to take on water 

there.  They have a well there.  And up until I suppose, up until the 1918 fire they had a 

resident engineer and a resident engine that sit…they kept it in Lawler for switching. 

M: Oh, Ok. 

H: …switch engine. ‘Cause Ruben Coller (?) was the engineer.  I don’t know who fired 

or anything. 

M:  That was… after the 1918 fire, that kind of quit? 

H:  Yeah, it must have boughten into that.  They used to unload cordwood here.  

Charley’s Store used to buy cordwood.  Oh, the Coop Store did, too.  And then they’d 

load it and shipped it out someplace.  And where…I have no idea where it went.  And I 

suppose it went to the City, you know.  And they used to load cars, and they offloaded 

ties, and sometimes, you know, people would …because of the siding and the loading 

platform.  You know, they loaded a lot of that kind of stuff there.  Even after 

(unintelligible) we been here, early, about I suppose the ‘30s. 

Well, I carried a few ties in there, so I would have to be more than a little kid, you know?  

To shoulder a tie!   

M:  Yeah! 

H:  But that was somethin’ that was logged locally and then sawed out and then they 

loaded it on out, I suppose, they sawed it (unintelligible) factories.  Or plants. 

Sawmills 

M:  Were there any…where were the sawmills around this area? 

H:  Well, there’s General (unintelligible) in Beaver Township.  Bill Field had one, he was 

probably one of the bigger…and there was portable mills would come in, you know?  
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And saw.  There has been a sawmill here just on the next forty on this side the creek, 

because they’d take in water from that, because there was a (unintelligible) when we 

came here.  I don’t know who owned that.  Ralph Wilen used to saw.  He had a mill just 

east of town. 

M:  Ok.  Do you know roughly where? 

H:  Well, it would be on… (looking at map).  Gotta go up here.  Someplace on this 

border. 

M:  What year did he have that? 

H:  That would have to have been prior to the fire. 

M:  Oh.  What was his name again? 

H:  Ralph Wilen. 

M:  Ralph Wilen? 

H:  W – I – L – E – N.  I think there’s Wilens still around here. 

M:  Oh, yeah.  His son is here, and his wife, and their family.  Another boy.  He lives 

over there by Bill Kangas.   

H:  Um, hm.  And that was steam-powered? 

H:  Yeah. 

M:  That was a pretty good-sized mill, you figure. 

H:  Well, that was a pretty decent mill.  I’ve seen some pictures of it, and (unintelligible). 

M:  And that burned? 

H:  Evidently.  Whether it burnt or whatever, but (unintelligible). 

M:  I suppose it ran out of local timber supply! 

H:  Well, timber got pretty skimpy there!  After it burned! 

M:  I suppose all this country up here has always been pretty wild country, or where there 

people that lived back in here at one time, or…? 

Homesteads in the area 

H:  Well, not hard…well, there was a few, kind of small homesteads until the fire.  But 

then when they built roads and stuff, well they moved mostly back closer to the roads.  Se  

there used to be just east of…there used to be a farm in there, there was a farm, let’s see, 

right there.  There was a farm in there. 

M:  Kind of northeast of Dutchy Lake there? 

H:  Well, it was (unintelligible).  You know, this road used to go through past Dutch 

Lake.   

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  …and joined with this one. 
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M:  Oh, I see. 

H:   …and he had this farm right there.  But I tell you, ain’t nothin’ in there.  We went 

through there, going into this road, and…my brother and I last fall in hunting season.  

There ain’t nothin’ out there.  Brush growin’ over our...   

M:  whose farm was that? 

H:  Oscar Moff (?). 

M:  Oscar Moff? 

H:  Yeah, they moved to Wright in that area.  Well, you go past Melvin Johnson’s, and 

it’s in there, oh, where would it be?  Not more than a couple miles.  Out the end of that 

lake that Johnson’s live.  Long Lake, or they call it a couple of different names? 

M:  Ok.  Yeah.   

H:  We used to call that Long Lake. 

M:  Yeah. 

H:  But they lived just north and east of that, more east than anything else.  To where it 

came over from here, and then they went to Floodwood. 

M:  Oh. 

H:  Ole’s (?) still got the place. 

M:  So all the settlement was pretty well around Lawler. 

H:  Well, it was a lot in this area by Dutch’s Lake, and in back in there, there was 

a…where the gravel pit is?  You know where the gravel pit is out there on the side of 

Buck Lake?  There was a farm there, and then down there I see a place across the road.  

(unintelligible)  And then there was a Matt (unintelligible- sounds like “ma” ) and Oscar 

Ma, and (unintelligible) and the (unintelligible) were in on that road.  They weren’t quite 

that far, they were back out there towards Laine’s (?) who is now Downer’s (?). 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  And well, there was, on this east road where (unintelligible) there was one, two, three, 

four farms in there.  So there was a lot of settlers all over, you know?  Now they’re 

getting’ kinda scarce.   

M:  Yeah.  Yeah, there’s a lot of areas when you talk to people.  It’s surprising how many 

people lived back, what seems like in the middle of nowhere now, you know? 

H:  Yeah!  Well, see when they settled here, there wasn’t much for roads and stuff, and 

they…I don’t know what ever possessed them, or what the reason was, why they settled 

where they did.  But I guess at that time, when there was no roads and stuff, 

(unintelligible), some of ‘em picked some real poor land, too.   

M:  Yeah. 

H:  I don’t know what the reason was. 

M:  Yeah, you don’t know if they homesteaded that, or got it from the government or the 

railroad, or… 
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H:  These were homesteads.  And my mother’s folks’ place that I own here, the next 

(unintelligible) house - that’s the original home.  But they did go through (unintelligible) 

St. Peter and railroads in St. Peter and a couple of end railroads.  That’s all in the original, 

they call that… 

M:  Abstract? 

H:  …abstract, yeah.   

M:  Yeah, the railroads owned a lot of land.   

H:  Yeah, they give ‘em so much land, you know, and then they disposed of it however 

they…so.  I don’t know if there’s any – have we left out any buildings in Lawler that… 

M:  We got quite a few. 

H:  The bank operated until I suppose, when we had all them banks busted. 

M:  About the late ‘20s, early ‘30s? 

H:  Well (unintelligible).  I imagine, because I can remember going into the bank, and the 

customers were threatening the bank at that time.  There was somebody else before him, 

but I am not aware of who that was.  But anyway, then after Prohibition went out, then 

they made a beer joint outta that.   

M:  Oh! 

H:  So that was a beer joint until those people died out.  Now it’s nothing.  (unintelligible) 

I suppose.  Must say it did right soon after World War II.  (unintelligible) because he 

(unintelligible) awhile.  And this was mostly dairy operations, and now you, we haven’t 

got but two (unintelligible). 

M:  Yeah?  Yeah, there used to be quite a few. 

H:  Oh, yeah.  I agree.  The farm had a few cows, you know.  Of course, there’s some of 

‘em who were down to five, six, seven cows.  If you had fifteen cows, it was big.  Yeah. 

My grandma had fifteen. 

Churches 

M:  I was trying to think if there’s anything… I guess churches, they were always in 

Lawler, or… 

H:  Well, there never has been a… well, the Shirt (?) Lake Tabernacle used the Carey’s 

Store for some use, but it was just a bunch of the Shirt Lake Tabernacle.   

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  And there’s a Finn church out there in Clark…otherwise we had, what do they call 

them preachers that travel from one place to another?  (unintelligible)  They talk about it 

all the time in the Wild West shows.  You got all of Carlton…Thompson Township 

anyway.  (unintelligible) Carlton.  And he went the route to New York Mills or 

someplace out there, and then he’d service these… go from house to house, you know.  I 

remember we used to take him to the train, so he could catch the train back, about 9:30.  

Tamarack (unintelligible) back to Carlton. 
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M:  That was Reverend Mini?  (not sure of the spelling, sounds like “meany” but is 

probably Finnish) 

H:  Yeah. Mini.  He was kind of a traveling… 

M:  Yeah, I can’t think of that…what you’re… 

H:  The name.  Yeah. 

M:  From Carlton to New York Mills, huh? 

H:  Yeah.  (unintelligible)  He was Finnish, and wherever that railroad goes out that way, 

that’s where he went.  We’d go down and get him from the station, and then bring him 

back after the service. 

M:  So you didn’t always have service on Sunday, then. 

H:  Oh, yeah! 

M:  Oh, they did!  I thought maybe he just…whenever he came in to town…Would he 

stay for a while then? 

H:  Well, he stayed long enough, you know, he probably…the service, the one in Rice 

River Township down there, and of course, we’ve been over there to church over 

(unintelligible) and then catch the (unintelligible) and some others out there in that area. 

M:  Just kind of went house to house then? 

H:  Yeah.  Well, we still had services in homes in that actual congregation.  The people 

north of here, that (unintelligible) they go to that what they call Finn Church here.  The 

Finns here in Tamarack.   

M:  Where was that located? 

H:  That’s in Clark.  That’s still there. 

M: I don’t know if I ever marked that one down, so I’d better. 

H:  Page 47. 

M:  (unintelligible) lotta road. 

H:  James Hammi (not sure of the spelling)…you’ve got that. 

M:  Yep, I got it down, I guess. 

H:  Ok.  What the heck, are they going to send it to you?  Or is that church sign? 

M:  That might just be church sign. 

H:  Yeah, that’s on this…right there.  You’ve got it.  Yeah, they still have services there, 

every Sunday. 

M:  Well, anything else you can think of? 

H:  (unintelligible) a sawmill east out here back of this, where it turn offs?  

(unintelligible).   He had a sawmill there prior to the fire, I think.  Because the boiler was 

in there and somebody, finally I think they hauled it out when it first backfired (?). 

M:  Oh! 
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H:  During the war, you know, when there’s the (unintelligible) was scrapped.  They got 

the iron mill in there.  That’s what they tell me.   

M:  That was prior to the… 

H:  That would be prior to the fire. 

M:  Which (unintelligible) is that? 

H:  William.     

M:  Course that was steam-powered, I would guess. 

H:  Yeah.  That’s what they tell me, it was the boilers. 

Going to school 

M:  I suppose you had to walk to school a little bit of a distance. 

H:  No, we walked…there was some kids…the Depression for a while.  We walked two 

years.  Otherwise it was two and a half miles to that school.  And they used to have 

horse… 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

H:  And actually the horse would go right through here.  Daniel Carlson lived there.  

(unintelligible) on that one.  Where’s that road? 

M:  Right in here? 

H:  Yeah.   

M:  Yeah. 

H:  Their dad used to come and then you went over to this…no, he didn’t go that far, he 

went to this here, far as this, and then he come back and he went down through here and 

got on the other road, and hit the Shirt (?) Lake road and come back. 

M:  Oh.  Quite a run they got there. 

H:  (unintelligible) kids, and when they come back. 

M:  How many kids were there in that school. 

H:  That school was big, was 60 kids, because they had the two rooms.  And then 

they…the attendance got down so that they just had the one room.  See, they had a grade 

up through four, and then from five to six.  There were eight in what we called the “upper 

room.”  And they had two teachers, and the teachers lived in the building.  They had a 

room, kitchen went off of the, what we called the elementary room, (unintelligible) you 

know, and the bedroom went offa that. (unintelligible) 

M:  60 kids, you said? 

H:  They had 60 kids at one time, and then it dropped down to 30, so they cut ‘er down to 

one room, and I remember when I was in fifth grade.  Up through the fifth grade, sixth 

grade.  Then they cut it back.  And I think the last two years of seventh and eighth, there 

was one teacher in one room.  Then they got less and they finally consolidated 
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with…well, when I first started I went to Lawler for a little while; I think it was already 

operated as (unintelligible).  So I suppose this happened about four years when they… 

M:  …when they moved it. 

H:  …moved it into a…consolidated it into MacGregor.  ‘Cause I was gone, and then 

(unintelligible) had to work in the mine (?).  Prior to that, well, I can remember 

(unintelligible) program, and I got the…carried wood and stuff for that.   (unintelligible) 

M:  So after this one consolidated, was there ever a school in town?  Or is that… 

H:  Lawler. 

M:  Yeah, right in…that’s what I thought. 

H:  They consolidated with MacGregor.   

M:  Yeah. 

H:  And I don’t know, it seems to me that they consolidated before it went to MacGregor, 

but they had school in Lawler, but it was still a branch… 

M:  Yeah.  I think when I went to school through the third grade up at the Bellmarn (?)  

School, I know we used to come over, and have little – I don’t know what you call it – 

tournaments with Lawler’s school.  I think, yeah, it must have been. 

H:  Softball.  Of course you got the school that’s in…what we call the Red Brick School, 

home to Tamarack, you’d be past that church.  

M:  Yeah, I think I’ve got that one. 

H:  You must have that, because the foundation is stickin’ up there real high yet. 

(unintelligible) 

M:  Yeah, I talked to Virginia Kelley.  So she knew that one and Oscar Marinen (?) and 

all those guys in Tamarack.  Was it one of their stops? 

H:  I think, did you ever know that church that we just talked about, that Finn church up 

there?  Has been a school, originally… 

M:  Oh, OK. 

H:  …at one time?   

M:  No, I don’t know if I remember that. 

H:  That’s what (unintelligible) a lotta of use.  The Kelley sisters, (unintelligible), taught 

there.  That’s what they tell me.  And I was, that had to have been before we come here.  

You might want to verify that, but that’s what they tell me, that they used that for a 

school. 

M:  Hm. 

H:  Probably was prior to building what we call the Red Brick, you know, that… 

M:  Oh, Ok.  I’ll jot it down here, and… just to make sure.  Well, we’re getting’ quite a 

bit of stuff here, for… 
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H:  And then there’s this, (unintelligible) this one that got Gibbons (?) on it, a fellow 

name of John Pursi operated a dairy farm.  He had the place, and then he moved 

(unintelligible) or some place, for a while, and then he come back, and he operated a kind 

of a meat market outta the back of his pickup.  He drove around the lakes and he had a 

butcher shop down there. 

M:  Right up there in four there?  Is that where he had his butcher shop? 

H:  Right…it’s Gibbons now… 

M: …right here. 

H:  We’d…right off the corner. 

M:  Right off of there? 

H:  It looks like they got the house on that other side, but it isn’t.  It’s on the other side. 

M:  What was his name? 

H:  John Pursi. 

M:  John…how do you spell that? 

H:  P-U-R-S-I. 

M:  He operated a… 

H:  A kind of a meat…butcher shop, and then he bought cattle and he raised some that he 

butchered, but he bought a lot of ‘em.  And then he’d butcher and he’d cut it up and 

delivered it around the lakes and all over and… from the back of a pickup.  He had a box 

on it.  He had ice in there and stuff. 

M:  Hm. 

H:  That operated for several years. 

M:  What years is that? 

H:  When I worked for him, I was seventeen, so that would have been in ’38. 

M:  OK. 

H:  So he was…before he had already operated for several years…. (Runs out of tape) 

(End of Side B) 

 

 

 


