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Virginia and Bob Kelly 
Interviewed by: Mark Jacobson  04/03/1996 

Transcribed by:   Jennie Hakes   10/11/2002 

Cassette tape label:  Bob and Virginia Kelly – by Mark Jacobson 

Note 
The tape starts in the middle of the interview.  They are looking at a map.  There is another woman – 

unidentified – besides Virginia. 

Side A 

Schools 

Mark: … think of where some of the old schoolhouses were?  In this area? 

Bob:  Well, there was one in town and then there’s the one on Nelson Lake and Red 
Brick and… 

Virginia:  And that first school that I knew anything of is right along there about where 
Goodwell lives.  And they called it, I don’t know, but Mrs. Kelly, Art’s mother, taught in 
there, and so did Arlene. 

Mark:  And that was down where Bill Goodwell’s? 

V:  Yeah, somewhere right in there. 

M:  Right in this area? 

B:  Yeah. 

V:  We used to know the name (unintelligible). 

B:  This is the Red Brick right here.  The school (unintelligible) that corner. 

V:  So where was the Nelson Lake school? 

B:  The Nelson Lake School was right… (pointing to the map) right there.  Where 
Glenda’s house is now.  Right here, where the road turns, right in there is where it was. 

M:  That was the Nelson school? 

V: Nelson Lake School. 

M:  What years did that operate? 

V:  (laughing) 

M:  Approximately!  The 20s or earlier than that? 

B:  Well, see, that’s where Dad and them went to school, didn’t they? 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  When they lived (unintelligible) burned out there, when, in 1918? 

V:  Yeah. 
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B:  So it would have been… 

V:  It had to be before that.  He was… 

B:  I don’t know, I never did hear.  Did that school burn then?  In the 1918 fire? 

V:  No. 

B:  That was the Nelson Lake School and the Red Brick.  You taught there. 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  That must have been in the… 

V:  1937, ’38, I taught there.  And it was then right two years after that, you know, 
Ditmer (?) bought it and tore it down, and that’s what happened to that one.  And I don’t 
know… in the 1930s, maybe in the ‘20s.  I wish I could think of the name of that other 
school.  Where Arlene and them… I’ve heard it a million times.  (Laughs) 

M:  Well, if you think of it, you can give me a call. 

V:  And let’s see.  I don’t know any others. 

M:  But you figured that Nelson Lake School was earlier than that, probably? 

B:  About the same time. 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  How many students would be in those schools? 

V:  Oh, I taught at the Red Brick in ‘39.  And I had about between 10, 15.  

M:  In the whole school. 

V:  Um hm.  And I had all the grades.  Eight of ‘em. 

M:  Hm! 

B:  Eight grades. 

V:  Eight grades. 

M:  And all of them at different levels. 

V:  Oh, well – there would be probably one in a class.  (Laughs)  Well, some of the 
classes would be 2 or 3, but now in the 8th grade, Donald was there all alone, and maybe 
you’d skip one, you know.  But you had to be ready if they wanted it. 

B:  Yeah. 

M:  How far did people come and go to the schools? 

V:  I don’t know.  Donald… over there to where Wayne lives.  Now how far was that? 

B:  (unintelligible) He walked from right there, in Kelly Lake, to the corner here, and 
then over to the Nelson school, or else they went to town. 

M:  That’s quite a jaunt.  One, two, three miles.  Two and a half or three miles. 

B:  I think they went over to the Nelson school a little bit. 
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M:  When was that school built?  The Tamarack one? 

B:  Tamarack?  It must have been built before 1918. 

M:  (looking at the map) I’m trying to figure out… it’d over in here, then. 

B:  Yeah!  Right about there at that 2101 sign. 

V:  Oh.  I got it!  That other one was the Hart school.  A family by the name of Hart. 

B:  That’s the Hart place right there, isn’t it? 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  Did the Tamarack school burn in that fire?  Is it the same school that’s sitting there 
now? 

V:  I know what happened to Red Brick and that, but what happened to the Nelson…? 

B:  I don’t really know.  I don’t really know of anybody around that… (unintelligible) 

V:  I doubt it, but she might. 

B:  McLaughlin (?) probably would. 

V:  Who? 

B:  McLaughlin.   I think Art was...  I think Art went there. 

(small break in tape) 

M:  Seems kind of strange when you talk to people, how many schools there were.  But it 
seemed like each little group of families would have a school. 

V:  That’s the way it was!  Uh huh. 

B:  Oh, gosh, yeah.  You would ride around here (unintelligible)… especially up in here 
(probably pointing at the map).  There were schools all over there. 

M:  Up in Hogan? 

B:  Oh, yeah.  A lot in Hogan.  And there was a few in Balsam, too. 

M:  Um hm. 

B:  There seemed like there was a lot of ‘em. 

M:  Bill Unstedt2 send me some stuff. 

B:  Oh, yeah. 

M:  He had some of the schools on there, that I know. 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  Also Gunnar Hartsberg3 had some stuff north. 

B:  Yup, yeah. 

                                                 
1 Probably talking about Highway 210 
2 Not sure of the spelling 
3 Not sure of the spelling 
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M:  All over the county it was like that.  It’s really hard to believe nowadays. 

V:  When you think – those kids, they walked 3 miles, and that’s about it.  You know.  
Then they’d walk to school and walk and walk home. 

Logging Camps 

M:  That would be quite a jaunt.  (Pause)  What about logging camps?  Can you think of 
any… Marcus Nelson was in town there. 

B:  Yeah.  Marcus… his operation was down… and that was about the only one I can 
think of. 

V:  In this… 

B:  The Myalas4 did some logging, but they went to Colorado. 

V:  Your dad mostly talked about that camp right up by your grandpa’s. 

B:  On Pine Island. 

V:  Pine Island. 

M:  Oh, yeah.  Did he work up there? 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  (unintelligible) told me that he thought he worked up there. 

B:  He worked up there with your great granddad, Archie. 

M:  What years was that going? 

V:  Hoh! 

B:  Wow!   

M:  It was way back, huh? 

B:  I suppose that was in the late ‘20s, huh? 

V:  Must have been. 

B:  Because every time we’d go snowmobiling up there, he told me about – they had piles 
of logs up in there between Pine Island and (unintelligible). 

M:  Um hm. 

B:  And Don (unintelligible) they lost a whole darn bunch.  All laid up there and rotted.  
And he said they had piles and piles of terrific tie cuts in that.  And they lost her all.  
(Pause)  I’m not sure, was that for Marcus or was that for Douglas? 

V:  It could have been Douglas, I don’t know. 

B:  Him and Archie worked for Douglas.  

V:  Must be. 

M:  Douglas? 

                                                 
4 Spelled phonetically – sounds like a Finnish name 
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V:  His name was… his last name was Douglas.  What was his first name? 

B:  (unintelligible) was just Douglas, always Douglas.  (Unintelligible – someone is 
opening a squeaky door)…didn’t he, in town? 

V:  Yeah, I think so. 

B:  But I think they were in cahoots, Marcus and Douglas.  But I’m not sure.   

M:  He brought all those logs to Pine Island in the Tamarack there? 

B:  Yeah, yeah.  You could… they come through all this low country through here, see?  
All them low spots.  And they had (unintelligible) all the way through and they come 
right down through here and then across the end of the field, there.  There used to be - oh 
gosh – there used to be ruts down in the field about like that.  Where they crossed and 
let’s see, they went across and crossed the road going into town.  And made a loop out 
there over in that side, and then they come up to the mill.   

M:  Through the (unintelligible).  Somewhere down through here like this? 

B:  Yeah, let’s see.  Where are we?  Yeah, they come through this draw…  (very long 
pause – they are looking at the map)  I think they went right through there.  They come 
across and then they went right down in through here and across right in here.  
(unintelligible) … through Myala’s.  And right out in here, and then they come right up 
into the mill here. 

M:  Would they come right up in through about here? 

B:  Yeah, I think so.  I never did find the road over in there.  But I’m not sure if they 
come up through there, or if they come around this side, because this is, this is lower 
ground here.  It’s a straight shot right through here then.  I kinda think they did.  They 
kinda stayed down in here more and went around.  And there was a… 

V:  Here’s the old creamery in Tamarack.  I was going to show you… Now here is the – 
what? – the Staid5 Mill?  And it tells you the dates on that, that’s kind of why I got that 
out. 

B:  (unintelligible) It was just timber coming out of Tamarack. 

M:  That’s quite a bunch! 

B:  Yeah!  That’s quite a bunch of railroad tracks. 

V:  There’s 14, 15 rows or stays, weren’t they? 

B:  I don’t know, could be. 

V:  I think so. 

B:  Or for the stays. 

V:  Stays. 

B:  They were split, yeah.  There was quite a few buildings in town.  See and then, at that 
time, the town run along the railroad track. 

                                                 
5 Spelled phonetically 
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V:  Here… 

B:  Most of them buildings run east and west along the railroad track, instead of… 

V:  Now here’s one and it says “Marcus Nelson and the Finch Brothers” logging.  And 
this was (unintelligible) 23 and 24. 

B:  That’s Marcus’ old place.  Steamhauler. 

V:  And this is another one of ‘em.  Same here.  (Long pause)  Oh, I guess all of these 
were. 

B:  Here’s an up-close of the steamhauler. 

V:  Well, that’s what those are.  But I was thinkin’ the dates are on there, that was one 
thing that I… The creamery, and there’s no date on it. 

M:  (unintelligible)  

B: Well, yeah, there’s… 

V:  Those roads were all ice that they… 

M:  Yeah, um hm. 

V:  It says on the back of that one, (unintelligible) on the ice bridge. 

B: Yeah. 

V:  They iced them so that… 

B:  Then you, ah, then they… then they hayed that.  Hayed the hills.  So they’d, so they 
had brakes, see? 

B:  Oh, I see.  I suppose they’d get out of control.  (Reading caption on photograph) 
“Logging Camp by Island Lake.” 

V:  That’s his brother-in-law.  That was the creamery, and it sat right in town there, right 
close to where… 

B:  …the liquor store. 

V:  …yeah. 

M:  Yeah, Oscar Marin (?) said his dad ran the creamery. 

V:  His dad.  Yeah. 

M:  Hm.  Would it be possible some day for the Historical Society to borrow and make 
copies of some of these? 

V:  (Laughs)  I tell you what!  I just got those back, you know.  They wanted to make a 
book of pictures?  And I got one of the books, and they didn’t use a single one of  ‘em. 

M:  Oh, yeah? 

V:  And Annette says, she thinks they’re too light.  They’ve been taken off before.  She 
says, I don’t think they’ll reprint. 

M:  Hm.  Well, I don’t know. 
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V:  So I don’t know.   

M:  What we were going to do with this book is… it’ll open up.  It’ll be like this 
(showing here) and then when you open the book the map will open up and on the facing 
page will, and then in each area they’ll be a picture, of course.  You hear so much about 
Marcus Nelson in this area, it’d be kind of nice to have a picture of his steamhauler or 
something to put in the book. 

B:  Right! 

M:  I don’t want to take it (the photos) right now. 

B:  Yeah. Well, whenever you want it you can sure try it. 

V:  Now, this one’s darker.  It might… but it isn’t as good a picture I don’t think than 
these others, but…  Now this one is a good one, but maybe it’s too light.  You know. 

B:  This is the old Kelley house.  Uptown here? 

M: Oh, Ok. 

B:  And that was the barn.  That was a big barn. 

M:  Yeah, I guess. 

V:   And they used to have horses in there.  But that was kind of a stable where people 
coming in from the country to shop – well, they’d leave their horses. 

M:  Maybe that’s what he was talking about. 

V:  You know.  And the loggers did… 

B:  See, that car (unintelligible) is just about as big, probably maybe not quite as big as 
that one of the Nelson’s out there.  Of Marcus’ out there.  He used to come… 

V:  (unintelligible) the west bend? 

B:  This one?  Pretty much straight south.  ‘Cause there’s more of these little sheds and 
big houses… 

M:  Where were those logs there?  That were being shipped on the cars out of here?  
From Marcus Nelson’s sawmill over here. 

B:  Ah, I would guess that Marcus probably had his hands in all of it, yup. 

M:  OK.  I see 1910 is on the back of the photo there, so. 

B:  Yeah, he was here.  He was one of the first, I think.   (unintelligible) 

V:  Yeah, he died. 

B:  They were here, I think they were here before the turn of the century, weren’t they?  
Marcus and (unintelligible)? 

V:  Marcus musta died in about ’40. 

B:  I don’t remember Marcus. 

V:  Well, I know a couple times after we were married, and that was in ’39, and he was in 
a chair, sitting in a chair, some (unintelligible) was takin’ care of him.  And he didn’t live 
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very long.  So that was a long time ago!  (Laughs)  Yeah, that house was (unintelligible) 
that barn sitting back there. 

M:  But you didn’t know of any loggin camps up like into Hogan or anything even? 

B:  No. 

V:  I don’t know about that. 

B:  No, but this one here was about it.  And the feller right there said he could stake 
(unintelligible) flat ground and… did pert near everything in the winter. 

M:  Yeah, I suppose they had to.  Didn’t want to mess with the hills and… 

B:  No.  The hills were a problem until 19… right around 1900 is when they ditched all 
this, you know, and it was pretty, pretty soggy.  And of course, they wouldn’t have much 
to haul, nothin’ like they have now.  Then they’d, then they’d load ties on top of ‘em, too.  
Old Butch Phillips and different ones.  Dead up in the ties Butch pulled me in on this.   

Mud houses 

V:  The first mud house they put it in. 

B:  Yeah.  Aunt Mamie (?) had two mud houses. 

M:  Mud houses? 

V:  Uh huh. 

B:  They tore the good one down when they built that road there?  Where… 

V:  Going up t’ the park. 

B:  Kent Marcus was, you know? 

M:  Oh, Ok. 

B:  That was the good one.  That was genuine mud.  It was the only one in town here, 
where Mrs. Melbridge (?) right across from the (unintelligible)?  That’s kind of a mud 
house, but… 

V:  …it’s got a lot of cement in it.  The one he worked on was just plain mud, that was it.  
And they camped and camped and camped.  (Laughs) 

M:  That was up by the bridge up there? 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Um hm. 

V:  Just this side of the bridge. 

B:  Yeah.  Goldarn, they had to knock that one down!  That was quite a house. 

M:  Who built those, then? 

V:  Aunt Mamie (?) was the… 

(long pause) 

B:  Dad worked on ‘em. 
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V:   Yeah. 

B:  He done that one up there, the whole time.  He had quite a time up there. 
(unintelligible) He did the work there that took the job (unintelligible). 

V:  He had the mixture and everything. 

B:  He had to mix the mud and all that. 

(other woman):  Well, she was (unintelligible), too.  

M:  Was that just a house up there, or was it built because of… somebody’s home to live 
in? 

V:  Yeah.  She lived in it.  But not very long, before they tore the darn thing down.  It’s 
was too bad.  It was their place up there and she wanted one.  She determined they were 
going to build one, and… 

B:  …she built her.  (unintelligible) 

(other woman): How thick were the walls? 

B:  They were about a foot.   

V:  They were pretty wide. 

B:  18 inches. 

M:  What did they… did they have mud bricks, or what… 

V:  No!  They just… they had forms! 

B:  Where’s that picture? 

M:  Oh, OK. 

V:  What pictures? 

B:  Of Dad’s?  (unintelligible) that mud? 

V:  I can’t find mine anymore, if I got one.  I think I gave it to you.  They had forms.  
Something like… 

B: … cedar chests. 

V:  …made for cement.  And then they’d dump this mud in there, and they’d stand and 
had a pole with a big, wide thing on it, and they’d stand and tamp and tamp and tamp 
until they got that just as solid as could be, and then they’d dump in a little more. 

B:  They pounded about that much mud down there, but that… 

M:  I guess I’d never heard of that around here. 

B:  That was the only one I ever heard of.  And then she, when she come to Tamarack 
there, she come in here and built this one.  They used… she had another recipe there.  
And that was, that used an amount of mud and quite a bit of cement with the other stuff.  
This isn’t a true mud house like that one was.  

M:  This was strictly mud that they just dig right out next to it, or did they have to bring 
in some? 
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V:  She had some… 

B:  Oh, I guess… 

V:  …clay or mud, I don’t remember that. 

(other woman):  Clay. 

B:  They got that clay up along the prairie along the Savannah River up in there. 

V:  Anyway, they’d bring it down.  I remember Art’s down there, tamping and tamping 
and tamping.  I don’t know how they could do it all summer!  (Laughs) 

M:  What year was that? 

V:  ’38. 

Churches 

M:  What were some of the churches?  Are they about in the same places that they are 
now? 

V:  There was what they called the Free Lutheran up here.  Right across from Deed’s (?) 
Jackman’s.  Somebody’s living in there now, but…   

B:  Then there’s that little church in here.  That Johnny owns. 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  That’s in Hogan, too, isn’t it? 

(unintelligible) 

V:  And they had school.  Say, that was another school, too.  They had school there, too! 

M:  Where was it? 

V:  It’s just a little place up here… 

B:  It was a free school.  Free.  Right there. 

V:  That little building right there across the (unintelligible). 

M:  It was called what? 

V:  Free Lutheran. 

M:  This one right here? 

B:  Yeah.  Um hm. 

M:  And they had school there, too? 

V:  No. It’s this other one we were talking about. 

B:  Right here.  There was a little church there. 

V:  It was a church and it was a school, too. 

B:  They had school there, too.  See, that’s there right by Roger Widdich’s (?). 

M:  Ok. 
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B:  See, here’s Roger right here.  Jackman’s owned it. 

V:  I think I’d call that a church. 

M:  What kind of church? 

V:  I don’t know. 

B:  Seventh Day Adventist!  They used it! 

M:  What years did that operate? 

B:  Well, that one was still goin’ in the ‘50s. 

V:  Yeah, it was for quite awhile. 

B:  Because I think (unintelligible) went there, didn’t they? 

V:  I guess.  I don’t know or if they had to go to Aitkin.  Then after that, they all had to 
go to Aitkin. 

B:  I would say in the late ‘50s, maybe. 

M:  When it started or when it was over? 

B:  That was about the end of it, was in the late ‘50s. 

M:  So if Bridger’s (?) went there, it started years before that. 

V:  Yeah.  That was toward the end that they…  Do you know anything about that? 

B:  Did you know Richard? 

M:  They’re my relatives. 

B: Yeah.   

(other woman):  And do you know anything about ‘em now? 

M:  Well, they’re all dead now. 

V:  Are they? 

M:  Val was the last one.  Must have buried her 7 or 8 years ago or something like that. 

V:  They were sure nice people. 

M:  I only met them once. 

V:  Oh.  They were awful nice.  He was… 

B:  What was his name? 

M:  Val. 

V: Val.  Valjean. 

B:  Because all I ever knew him by was Richard (Pritchard?  Bridger?)  Yeah, he was 
terrific, an awful nice guy. 

V:  Oh, gosh, yes. 

B:  And then… well, they live at one time right up about where you are, didn’t they? 
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M:  Yeah.  Where my dad lives up there.  I heard lots of stories about me and my Dad.  
He was quite a character. 

V:  Yeah, he was, but oh, he was good-hearted.  He’d do anything for you!  She would, 
too.  Who we talking about now? 

B:  Churches!  And this was a church here.  Where this Hart School was? 

M:  Um hm. 

B:  That little 2-acre piece there.  That was a little Lutheran church. 

V:  Finnish Lutheran.  Is that what they call it? 

B:  The Tamarack Lutheran.  And then… 

(other woman): Did… do you count the Indians? 

B:  Yeah, there’s the Rainbow? 

(other woman): the Rainbow? 

B:  But they’re just, getting started. 

M:  Oh, I see. 

B:  And then there’s the Presbyterian and the Church of Christ in town. 

M:  They’re all modern-day churches? 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  OK. 

B:  Well, it was started years ago, though.  But they’re still goin’. 

(other woman): Yeah, they’re still going.  We’ve got more churches since then. 

B:  Now, is there any churches over, over east? 

V:  Not that I know of. 

M:  Mel (?) and Jay Peterson were, they weren’t sure about, but they thought something 
over by Dan Webster’s, where he is.  That there might have been a church back in there 
years ago. 

B:  That could be. 

V:  There might have been, I don’t know. 

M:  I could ask Dan about that if I see him.  But they weren’t sure about it. 

B:  There’s another one, if you could catch Art Laavala (?), he might know. 

V:  Have you talked to him? 

M:  No, I haven’t. 

V:  Well, you get… 

B:  You should talk to Art.  He’s an old-timer. 

V:  Yeah. 
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M:  We have to leave right after the Historical Society, or we aren’t going to have time t 
get all this stuff.  Ok, we’ll get all we can for this book, and then I think they’re going to 
follow up on it.  And actually give us some real stuff.  Maybe videotaped, I know they 
use things like that.  We’re just kinda settin’ the groundwork for that. 

B:  Uh huh. 

(End of Side A) 

Side B 

The railroad 

V:  Two weeks away. 

B:  There must be four loads of coal that go through a day, though. 

V:  Yeah, but this was all passengers.  We had one going between the morning and one 
going at night.   

M:  Is that right? 

V:  Well, no, they went through. 

M:  Oh, through. 

V:  So. 

M:  They were passenger trains, mainly? 

V:  Well, they had mail cars on them and all that, yeah.  But we got some freight. 

M:  Tamarack was kind of one of the hubs, though. 

V:  Tamarack used to be pretty good.  Quite a bit, you know. 

B:  Yeah, there was quite a bit going, yeah. 

Stores  

V:  They had stores, you know, they had three or four stores in Tamarack at that time. 

M:  Where were some of those located on the map? 

V:  Bushey’s (?) Store was where the Fire Hall is now.  And then Alfred’s (?) had a store 
down there where Phil (?) is.  And the place where San (?) is now, was the… well, I 
should go back a little bit.  The place in there owned by Faulk (?) where Bucks and them 
lived, was (unintelligible).   

B:  That’s it.  Paul’s (unintelligible) Store. 

V:  And then you go down where Sand was and that was called (unintelligible).  It didn’t 
seem like it was a co-op store to begin with.  No, it wasn’t.  It was… 

M:  Well, Bushey’s Store, where was that located in town? 

V:  By the Fire Hall. 

B:  Right where the Fire Hall is. 
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(sounds like they are poring over and making notes on the map) 

B:  …right about here. 

V:  And then… 

B:  And you know Bank was right here on the corner.  On this side of the street, there was 
Nelson’s and Heller’s over here. 

M:  Right next to this one? 

B:  Yup. 

V:  Wasn’t… do you remember what was that store that was… was that Fairchild’s? 

B:  I don’t remember.  As far back as I can remember, it’s always been the… 

V:  … Co-op. 

B:  Um hm. 

V:  Well, I think to begin with, it was Fairchild’s. 

B:  Could be. 

V:  And Arlene had a little store someplace. 

M:  Which one was Nelson’s and which one was Heller’s? 

B:  Nelson’s was the first one here, right here. 

M:  Gotta catch up with my writing here. 

B:  The old Co-op store was San’s, was right here in this corner. 

M:  That’s the same building? 

B:  Yep.  Um hm.  And then this little, right down here, Arlene had her little store.  That’s 
that little (unintelligible) that was Arlene’s.  She had that one. 

M:  What was the name of that?  Was that Kelley’s Store? 

B:  I don’t remember. 

V:  It was just Kelley’s, that’s all I remember.  I don’t know… what else is… 

M:  (unintelligible) said that there was a stock yard or something there?  Off the railroad 
tracks? 

B:  There was a big stockyard, let’s see… just right in here, I think. 

V:  It was right…  tanks were there, you know, the water tanks, close to the tracks. 

B:  … close to the stockyard there. 

V:  And then there was a big potato warehouse in there, too.  Oh, that’s another thing!   

B:  And see, there was one spur that run down here and through the stockyards and 
around across the (unintelligible). 

V:  You know… 

B:  …at one time.  I don’t remember it, but… 
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V:  At one time, right along in there, close to that – and I was thinkin’ about the potato 
warehouse – right along in there was some kind of a church, I think, I don’t know.  But 
there was a couple of hotels in there, too, at that time.  Remember?  There was the… 

B:  No. 

V:  There’s was the Comfort Hotel! 

B:  That was on the main line, wasn’t it? 

V:  The Comfort Hotel and… 

B:  See, They were right in here by… close to the old, the big house. 

M:  North of the tracks? 

B:  I don’t know. 

V:  No, I think they were on, just, barely on the south side. 

B:  Oh, they were on the south side of the track. 

M:  So right down in here. 

V:  Yeah.  And that was called the Comfort Hotel. 

B:  And then there was the old hotel uptown that the theatre was in. 

V:  Yeah.  The theatre. 

B:  But the theatre, that’s all gone, too now. 

V:  The old hotel… 

B:  (unintelligible)  brick on it. 

V:  Mrs. Kope.  (unintelligible). 

B:  The old theatre was… the old quonset hut is still sittin’ there. 

M:  And that was a hotel at one time?  What was the name of that?  Was there any name 
to it or just… 

V:  They just called it Mrs. Kope’s Hotel. 

M:  Kope.  How do you spell that? 

V:  Mrs. Copland, her name was.  C – O – P – L – A – N – D.  No, it was K – O – P.  
And that’s still wrong.  It’s gotta be K – O – P – L - I…6 

M:  I – E?  (pause) Where was the potato warehouse at? 

V:  Right down in there as you go to the stockyards. 

B:  That was right down there along with the stockyards and all that stuff.  Right along 
here, about in there.  I think it was sittin’ right pretty close to where that old rotten old 
building of Judge Johnson’s is. 

                                                 
6 This might be Copley or Kopley.   It isn’t clarified more in their conversation. 
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V:  And the last two years it was there, Archie used to stay and sit on the steps twiddling 
their thumbs in the morning. 

M:  What year did all this take place?  Probably the ‘20s, ‘30s? 

B:  I imagine the ‘20s, yeah. 

(long pause) 

M:  It’s amazing how these towns have changed when we look at, like, Swatara… 

V:  Oh, yeah! 

M:  It was quite a town there at one time. 

V:  Oh, yeah.  And Hill City was a big place! 

M:  Yeah. 

B:  Gosh, yeah, Hill City had their own railroad, even. 

V:  You know, I was… 

Grayling 

B:  Well, Grayling was quite a town. 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Boy, there ain’t nothing there anymore. 

M:  Do you know anything about Grayling?  I haven’t really got too much on it. 

B:  Sam Gordon (Gord? Forbe? Born?) built her, I think.  I don’t know.  They had 
(unintelligible), too?  I’m sure, because that was logging, too. 

M:  Where was Grayling, exactly? 

B:  I’ll tell you, right there!  (probably pointing at the map)  Ain’t it?  This is Sandy 
River.  Huh? 

M:  Ok. 

B:  That’s it, right… this was the town right along, right in here. 

V:  That’s all I remember.  Sam Gordon (this time it sounded like she said Forbes) lived 
there, and he had his daughter there, and that’s a long time ago.  That goes back into the 
‘20s. 

M:  What did that Sam Gordon do?  Workin’ with the railroad? 

V:  No… 

B:  Yeah, he was just a… 

V:  He just had that store, and did that, and I don’t know how many (unintelligible)… 

M:  There’s a guy from down by McGrath… 

B:  This should be here, on this side of the track (working with the map).  On this side of 
town.  Should be there. 
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M:  Said that Bord’s (Gord’s? can’t make out this name) had a store in the lumberyard in 
the old town of Salina. 

B:  Um hm.  Salona.  And Lauer, too. 

M:  Yeah.  He had quite an operation.  Yeah, there’s not much of Salina anywhere either. 

B:  Nope.  On our side, too.  Pretty much gone. (unintelligible) in this rock house, isn’t it? 

V:  (laughs) 

M:  That’s the landmark. 

V:  Um hm.  Otherwise, all around Tamarack all there was was woods. 

B:  Well, yeah.  And the same with Grayling, I think.  Years ago that was just woods, too. 

M:  Um hm.  And swamp. 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Yeah.  And see, they’d like to build in them, like all them swamps there, because they 
didn’t have to go (unintelligible) much to get to a mill.  Put their mill down on the, you 
know… like here.  See, that was a big mill was out there toward Harder’s, you know, 
right out in that, right in that slough there, you know. 

Well, like where Herb’s got his house – hell, see that’s all been built up.  They built that 
all up out of the, out of the main streets and stuff, when they did this. (probably pointing 
at the map) 

M:  Oh, I see. 

B:  And that’s all.  They had a spot there to pour that stuff and dump it, and that’s how… 
that’s a great big hill!  (Laughs) 

M:  Filled wetland.  Ok. 

B:  And easy to get into. 

V:  Roy Orvis (?) had (unintelligible) pond and put logs in there, too. 

B:  Orvis’s – oh, yeah.  Yeah.  He built a pond. 

M:  Where was his mill at?  At the same spot? 

B:  Yeah.  Yeah. 

V:  Right there with Herbie’s (?). 

B:  Yeah, I think Herb’s sittin’ right on his pond. 

V:  Pretty much, yeah. 

B:  I think so. 

V:  Because that was after we were married that he had that there, I remember. 
(unintelligible)  He’s not getting’ it, though, is he? 

B:  Yeah, you see, that was around ’68, ’69. 

M:  Oh, not too long ago. 
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B:  Um um.  No. 

M:  Well, for me it is!  The kids find a 1960 penny and they think they’ve got some sort 
of a treasure!  (Laughs) 

V:  (Laughs) 

B:  Yup, yup.   

V:  Well, I just can’t think of anything else. 

M:  Well, we got a lot of stuff.  (Laughs)  I was trying to think of how… Were there any 
community centers, or places where all the people kind of gathered?  Back years ago? 

V:  Back then, they usually went to the homes.  You know.  Yeah.  I know when I was 
first married, they had a community club that they met at the peoples’ homes, you know. 

M:  When did you move into Tamarack? 

V:  The ’30s. 

M:  And your dad, was pretty much born here? 

V:  He was born here in 1909. 

M:  And his parents came from…? 

B:  Illinois. 

M:  Illinois? 

B:  Yeah.  All three sisters from (unintelligible – the name of a town), Illinois, aren’t 
they? 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Walnut.7  What did he say?  His granddad, I think it was Dad’s granddad, could have 
bought all of Chicago for like $5 when… 

V:  When he first came. 

B:  When he could have bought it for $5, all it was was wetland. 

M:  Um hm. 

B:  (Laughs)  And they often laughed about that.  He should have bought it for five 
bucks.  He would have – could have made a few pennies. 

M:  Yeah, I guess.  What brought him to Tamarack?  It’s always kind of interesting to 
me, why people come from so far away to some of these places.  You know, you look at 
Tamarack, and you think it would be the last place in the world anyone would want to… 

V:  Right! 

M:  …the railroad was here. 

B:  Yeah.  The railroad was through, but I don’t know what possessed him to come here. 

V:  I don’t think he did, either!  (Laughs) 

                                                 
7 A small town just east of Chicago. 
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B:  I never did… (unintelligible) or Dad, neither one ever did say how come they wound 
up here. 

(another woman):  They had a pretty nice place in Walnut, too. 

V:  Yeah.  Yeah. 

(everyone talks at once, I can’t make it out here) 

V:  The old grandpa came first.  Mark’s grandfather.  Now what in the world…  I think, I 
wonder if he was going to try to invest some money someplace.  (Laughs)   

B:  And I don’t know really why, how come they come up here, but they were 
(unintelligible).  See, they were into racehorses and stuff, in Illinois.  (unintelligible) 
high-price stuff in Illinois. 

(other woman):  Another one was Keane’s.  Why Keane’s ever came here.  Yeah, and 
you know, they had all they needed up there.  What in the world did they… 

B:  But there are different ones, you know. 

(other woman):  I can’t figure out what they came for.  You know, Leary – he worked 
from door to door. 

B:  (unintelligible) come up in here from Nebraska.  To farm.  He farmed livestock, you 
know, and beef cattle, over there south of McGregor, you know.  And now why in the 
world would anybody leave Nebraska to come up here and try it?  (Laughs)  That’s one 
thing, now… maybe that was the deal then, too, because there wasn’t many up in here 
and they’d be land was cheap then.  Maybe they got a pretty good deal on it, you know. 

(other woman):  (unintelligible) people coming from California and buying a place here 
now, you can count on spending an outrageous amount for a place here.  It sounds cheap 
to them compared to what they have in California. 

M:  Yeah, that’s for sure. 

B:  But… 

M:  So Nort’s (?) parents or grandparents come up here first? 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  That must have been way back. 

B:  Right around 1900.  An see, Marcus and Teandales were already here. 

M:  Yeah, Teandale, I see his name attached to a lot of stuff you see. 

V:  Oh, yeah. 

B:  Oh, golly, yeah. 

M:  All around Minnewawa. 

B:  And see, Dad always worked for Teandale in Gull Lake, didn’t they? 

M:  Over by Brainerd, there? 
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B:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah, they surveyed… I don’t know how… if it was like 40s8 or lots on 
Gull Lake for Teandale.  We got a picture around here somewhere of Dad and Orv all 
dudied up there in their fancy garb and that was taken over there at Gull Lake.  And then 
they worked… Dad and Orv I think worked for Teandale like around Sandy Lake, right 
in there, too.  Yeah.  They worked for them a lot. 

M:  That was back when… 

V:  The ‘20s. 

B:  ‘20s, I imagine! 

M:  When he was developing all that stuff. 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Yeah.  They never… I don’t think they ever worked for Ralph. 

V:  Big laugh)  Is he still around? 

B:  I don’t know. 

M:  I haven’t seen him in awhile. 

V:  Well.  Remember Ralph?   

B:  Teandale? 

V:  Teandale? 

(everyone is talking at once, I can’t make it out here) 

(other woman):  Was he the one who made the palace (?) into the… 

V:  Yeah. 

B:  Nope.  The Shamrock into the Mini-mall.  That was his last big job. 

(other woman):  I guess I’ve heard of him, but that’s about it.  I’ve never seen him. 

B:  (Laughs)  I’ve seen him a couple of times, but I don’t think I’d know him now if I 
seen him again. 

V:  I don’t either, but he was… 

B:  He owned a land office here in town.  That was by that old fire hall, remember? 

V:  Yeah, I remember. 

B:  (unintelligible) Herb’s, didn’t I? 

(very hard to make out what anyone is saying now.  They seem to be further away from 
the microphone) 

B:  The real estate company is over here. 

                                                 
8 40 acres 
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Resorts 

M:  I was going to ask – do you remember any of the old resorts, like over on Rom Lake 
or Horseshoe or anything like that? 

B:  I think there was just… there was Anderson.  Wilson’s and Andersons.  Whispering 
Pines.  And Puckquanna (?) Shores. 

M:  Pretty much the same ones that… 

B:  Yup. 

M:  I know when we talked Perry Weekly (?) and Wally Ecklund, they were tellin’ about 
all the resorts on Sandy.  Minnewawa… There used to be, you know, forty of ‘em at one 
time.  Now there’s about three or four left.   

Another thing I was going to ask.   

B: … On Horseshoe.  I don’t remember anything.  There never was any on Horseshoe, 
was there? 

V:  Just (unintelligible) 

B:  The (unintelligible)  

(everyone talks at once, I can’t make it out) 

B:  Was there any cabins there?  That was just a store, wasn’t it? 

V:  Yeah, that’s another place on there.  That was an old store. 

M:  Where was that at? 

V:  I don’t remember the name of it. 

B:  It was the Horseshoe Lake Store. 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  Where was that located? 

B:  It was around the corner from where Darrell’s is. 

V:  Past…  

(they must be looking at the map) 

B:  Darrell’s place is here.  It was right over here.  It was right there.  (tapping noise)  It 
was right in there.  It’s still sittin’ there. 

M:  Ok.  The Horseshoe Lake Store. 

B:  Um hm. 

V:  It never did amount to anything after that. 

B:  Nothing left (unintelligible) 

M:  What year did he have that in there?  What decade? 

B:  Yeah.  It was around the ‘40s and ‘50s. 
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V:  Well, it must have been in the ‘40s that he shot everybody. 

B:  In the ‘50s.   

M:  That he what? 

V:  Well, Morrie Seal went in there and he was having a little trouble with those people 
that were in there, and he lost it one night and went up there and shot the woman and the 
daughter and the worst was the little girl.  She was comin’ down the steps and he shot 
her, and then he shot himself.  He cleaned ‘ em all out in a hurry. 

M:  Hm.  I guess it isn’t just nowadays that that stuff happens.   

B:  No, no.   

(unintelligible – people talking at the same time) 

(other woman):  …like that thing in Ireland. I mean, how many… a few years ago, you 
never would have heard about it. 

V:  Well, just think.  (unintelligible) It was on the TV before they finished beating him. 

B:  Mexicans. 

V:  Yeah.  (unintelligible)  Yeah, well. 

M:  Were there any mink ranches or fur farms around the area that you can think of? 

V:  Oh, let’s see. 

B:  There was a fur farm on Puckquana (?) Shores.  Raymond’s had that. 

V:  It was called… 

B:  Holders had it last, didn’t he?  Did he have the fur farm, or did he just have butcher 
(unintelligible)?   

V:  What was that fur farm called? 

B:  I don’t know. 

M:  Down by Puckquanna there was someplace. 

B:  Yeah, just before you get there.  I don’t remember just where.  There should be a 
(looking at the map). 

V:  That’s quite awhile ago. 

B:  It must have been right in here.  ‘Cause there’s a little pond built.  (unintelligible) so 
they could… 

V:  (unintelligible) 

B:  Oh, not really.  I think the… did Barney Westerman (?) have a few mink up there 
when he lived (unintelligible)? 

V:  I don’t remember.  He could have, but I don’t remember. 

B:  And I think the Nelson brothers had a few mink at one time, didn’t they? 

V:  I don’t know. 
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B:  I think they had some mink.  The only big ones were…oh… Sears had quite a 
(unintelligible) out there. 

M:  What year was this when (unintelligible)?  Approximately? 

V:  In the ‘30s. 

M:  The ‘30s? 

V:  (unintelligible) That’s over in McGregor.  Somebody else probably told you about 
that. 

M:  (unintelligible) to McGregor yet. 

B:  Woodrow’s (?) was right there… (thinking aloud) who was (unintelligible) who just 
died, and they had a sale there for about two or three days.  Let’s see.  Ok.  When you 
turn the corner up there, right past Earl Smith’s driveway?  You turn right along and head 
up to the old road there?  You know where that house is up there by the Norway pine?  It 
was right there.  (sound of tapping finger on the map) 

V:  He had it awful for the mink.   

B:  Yeah, I can see that’s a pretty one there.  I never was up there. 

V:  Dad and I went up there. 

M:  (unintelligible) the one on Quanna (?) Road? Who updated that? 

V:  No.  About all I remember really is they always called it the Fur Farm, and never… 

B:  That’s how I ever knowed it.  And Bill and Ann run it for… 

V:  … for awhile, (unintelligible) were Bill and Ann Reenan (spelled phonetically).  And 
then after that there was some others.  And the last thing was that old guy that used come 
here and get eggs.  He was on there, but he didn’t have any fur.  He just lived there. 

M:  Fur was kind of a big thing years ago. 

V:  Yeah. 

M:  And then it died out.  (long pause)  Well, I can’t think of anything else. 

V:  I can’t either.  (unintelligible) 

M:  Well, we filled up a whole page, so we’re not doing too bad! 

V:  (Laughs)  You know when you think back on those things, and (unintelligible).   

B:  But Dad and Ky (?) – they could remember all that stuff. 

V:  Yeah.  (unintelligible)  Both of ‘em could.  

B:  Yeah. 

V:  If you could ever get anything out of Ky, he might know more, but… 

M:  That’s what everybody said.  If we had done this two years ago, two or three years 
ago, we’d a had a… 

V:  … yeah, and Art would have remembered all that, all the names of those things.  
(unintelligible).  Yeah, you know, we’d go someplace, and “Well, that’s so-and-so’s old 
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place.  They lived here.”  And he could tell ya anybody that lived on the place if they’d 
been there for a month and it was years ago – he could still remember!  (laughs)  “Oh, 
don’t you remember when they moved…?”  And I’d say, “No, I don’t!”  “Well…!”  he’d 
say.  (Laughs) 

B:  He used to ask me that, too.  (unintelligible) “Well, you know they only left here in 
the ‘30s!”  And I said, “Well, I was born in the ‘40s.”  “Well, then…”  (Laughs) 

V:  His dad was the same way.  I remember he and his dad, I think he was teaching at that 
time.  “Well, now, just what was the name of the Secretary of State under George 
Washington?”  For cryin’ out loud!  (Laughs)  I said, “I wouldn’t have any idea.”  “You 
don’t know?!”  And I said, “No.”  And so then… 

B:  He would sit there for a minute and then he’d tell ya.  And he’d list the whole 
Cabinet, you know!   

M:  Who was this? 

B:  Dad’s.  (unintelligible) 

(tape cuts off abruptly) 

(End of side B) 

End of tape 


